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Many schools are focusing on Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math, 
but these STEM schools are missing a critical component to learning. 
The BTS Program puts the Arts back into education . 

Introducing the 
New BTSALP 
Newsletter

The Beverley Taylor Sorenson Arts Learning 
Program is excited to share with you all of our 
latest news. And what better way than to put it in 
a bi-monthly newsletter!

Each newsletter will include:
• The latest BTSALP news & events
• Exciting stories and photos celebrating 

BTSALP student work
• Legislative updates
• Lesson plans to use in your classroom

We hope you are as excited about this as we are. If 
you have any news or pictures you want to share 
in the newsletter please email:

trish.saccomano@fcs.utah.edu
Cooperative mural made by BTSALP students at 
Westbrook Elementary in Granite School District.



This six hour workshop explored ways to motivate elementary students to read as well as build 
confidence and increase reading fluency through the integration of masks, movement, body and 
voice.  Participants in the workshop discovered, built and worked with a variety of masks and stories 
from around the world.  They created their own masks and developed integrated lesson plans for K-6 
elementary classrooms.  A lesson plan from the workshop is included at the end of the newsletter. 

Summer Theatre Workshop

Kelby McIntyre-Martinez, the BTSALP 
Director for the University of Utah region, has 
had a busy summer!  She was in New York City 
from June 25th to July 3rd choreographing the 
world premier of Elf Jr., Singing in the Rain Jr. 
and Crazy for You Jr. with iTheatrics. These youth 
are incredible singers, dancers, and actors.  They 
learn one Broadway Jr.  show per day and film the 
major dance numbers which are then distributed 
all over the world as teacher resources.  Broadway 

Jr. is a great way for Kelby to work with talented 
youth around the country and bring back ideas 
for the BTS theatre and dance specialists.

Kelby also taught a professional development 
workshop on Thursday, June 5th at the Hartland 
Parnership Center, titled: Masks, Movement & 
Motivation.

Spotlight



The Beverley Taylor Sorenson Arts Learning Program (BTSALP) is a teaching partnership between 
highly qualified arts specialists and classroom teachers. The arts specialist works collaboratively with 
the regular classroom teacher to deliver quality, sequential, and developmental arts instruction in 
alignment with the Utah State Fine Arts Core Curriculum. The BTSALP elementary school specialists 
are experts in one of four creative disciplines. 

Visual Art Dance

Music Theatre

BTSALP Four Creative Disciplines



THEATRE

 Standard 1  Playmaking The student will plan and improvise 
plays based on personal experience and heritage, imagination, 
literature, and history for informal and formal theatre.

Objective 1  Collaborate to select interrelated characters, en-
vironments, and situations that create tension and suspense 
for informal and formal theatre.

Plan, in small groups, interrelated characters, environments, 
and situations that create tension and 
suspense based on world history and 
dramatize. (See Social Studies Core.)
Standard 2  Acting A student will 
cooperate, imagine and assume roles, 
explore personal preferences and 
meanings, and interact in classroom 
dramatizations.

Objective 1  Develop body awareness 
and spatial perception through move-
ment and pantomime. (See Dance 
Core.)

a. Use the quality of movement to re-
veal a character.

Objective 2  Develop expressive use of 
the voice.

a. Use gibberish (tongue twisters) to 
communicate feelings through vocal 
tone, pitch, volume, and rate of speech.

Objective 4  Develop an ability to work in ensemble when 
working in informal and formal theatre.

a. Work in ensemble when preparing a group perfor-
mance.  Strategy Example:  Have students reflect on and dis-
cuss their ability to work as complementary parts contributing 
to a single whole preparing to perform. Make suggestions for 
improving ensemble. 

b. Work in ensemble when performing a group perfor-
mance.  Strategy Example:  Have  students reflect on and 
discuss their ability to work as complementary parts contrib-
uting to a single whole or performance. Make suggestions for 
improving ensemble.

SOCIAL STUDIES

Standard 1  Students will understand how ancient civilizations 
developed and how they contributed to the current state of 
the world.

Objective 2  Objective 2: Evaluate how religion has played a 
central role in human history from ancient times to today.

a. Explore the importance of religion in the cultural expres-
sion of ancient civilizations (e.g. customs, artistic expression, 

creation stories, architecture of sacred 
spaces).

Objective 4:  Analyze how the earliest 
civilizations created technologies and 
systems to meet community and per-
sonal needs.
a.  Identify innovations in manmade 
structures over time (e.g. irrigation, 
roads, building materials) and their 
influence on meeting needs. 

b.  Examine the evolution and impor-
tance of writing. 

c.  Identify cultural expressions that 
reflect these systems (e.g. architec-
ture, artistic expression, medicine, 
philosophy, drama, literature). 

d.  Compare social classes, vocations, and 
gender roles within ancient civilizations.

Social studies language students should 
know and use: ancient, decline, customs, mosque, synagogue, 
temple, sacred, architecture, empire, innovations, technolo-
gies, irrigation, philosophy, drama, literature, social class, vo-
cation, gender role. 

Reading: Literature Standard 3  Describe how a particular sto-
ry’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as 
how the characters respond or change as the plot moves to-
ward a resolution.

Reading: Literature Standard 7  Compare and contrast the ex-
perience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to or 
viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text, including 
contrasting what they “see” and “hear” when reading the text 
to what they perceive when they listen or watch.

by Kelby McIntyre-Martinez
Grade Level:  6th  grade 

Lesson Plan: Cyclops – Ancient Greek Theatre Explored 
Through Body Characterization and Character Voice



ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

Performance task—What will students do to show what they have learned?
Performance criteria—How good is good enough to meet standards?

The student will:

1. Use body and voice to bring characters to life to tell a story.
2. Will use imagination, focus and creative collaboration with peers (working as an ensemble). 
3. Explore and imitate various movements of the Greek leader Odysseus, Cyclops, Soldiers, and Sheep.  
4. Show the conflict, resolution, and themes of the Greek myth and tie it to what was happening in ancient Greek theatre 

and culture at that time (gender role, advancements in technology that was directly linked to the theatre, why theatre 
was a vital role to community and society of ancient Greece)

5. Observe and comment on other students’ performances and how they made them believable.


