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“I Need More Art!” 
Visual arts specialist, Claudia Jex 

I was walking down the hallway when I was 
approached by a third grade student I had worked 
with the previous year in a different school. 

She asked, “When are you coming again?”  Then 
she said, “I need more art!” 

She continues to come up to me every time 
she sees me and reminds me of the art we did 
at her other school. She remembers it all.  She 
remembers what they were learning at the time 
in science, language arts, visual arts, and other 
subjects because she made a connection with the 
art. 

Legislative Luncheon

The legislature allocated $6.5 million towards the 
Beverley Taylor Sorenson Arts Learning Program. 
Of that, $4 million is in ongoing funding which is 
a 100% increase from last year. BTS received an 
increase of 30% overall!
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REDWOOD 
ELEMENTARY 
Specialist Ashley 

Boyack 
MICROORGANISMS 

DANCE 
SPANISH COURTING 

DANCE 
SPACE DANCE 

VISUAL ART DISPLAYS 
Beacon Heights Elementary, Nibley Park 
Elementary, Whittier Elementary, Oakwood 
Elementary, Summit Academy- Draper, Oakdale 
Elementary, Willow Canyon Elementary, Quail 
Hollow Elementary 

OAKRIDGE 
ELEMENTARY 

Specialist Joann Meitler 
I WALK IN BEAUTY 
THE WATER CYCLE 
I LOVE THE FORESTS, DESERTS & WETLANDS

A Big Thank You 
to the 2015 Utah State Legislature for 
their support of Arts Education in Utah 
schools. 



BTSALP Professional Development Workshop offered as part of 
the BTSALP PD School Faculty Training Series 

Adapting, Accommodating, and Modifying Lessons in 
the Arts for Students with Autism and Special Needs 

March 3, 2015 at the University of Utah 

Dr. Ryan M. Hourigan is Associate Professor and 
Associate Director of the School of Music at 
Ball State University. He is an advocate, teacher, 
clinician, and prolific publisher of research in the 
area of children with exceptionalities. 

The workshop focused on understanding and 
overcoming the communication, cognition, 
behavior, sensory and socialization challenges 
inherent in working with students with autism. 

Special emphasis was on understanding autism 
and advocating for students and music programs.

Ways to structure classroom experiences and 
learning opportunities for all students were 
presented to a capacity crowd of BTSALP 
specialists, classroom teachers,  principals, District 
Arts coordinators university students, College 
of Education, Special Education and Family and 
Consumer Studies  faculty. 



The Prism Project was founded in 2009 by Michael 
Daehn, Ryan Hourigan, and Amy Hourigan 
through an immersive learning grant at Ball State 
University. The goal of the Prism Project is two 
fold. First, and foremost, it is a performing 
arts program for students with special 
needs. Second, it is a training ground 
for Ball State students who wish 
to work with children who 
have exceptionalities.
 
The Prism Project is a partnership 
between The School of Music, the 
Department of Theater and Dance, 
Interlock, the Sibshops (2009 and 2010), 
Autism Advocates of Indiana (2011), the 
Muncie Public Schools, and the greater Muncie 
Community.
 
The Ball State students who are involved in this 
immersive learning course, usually have little 
or no experience teaching children with special 
needs. The Prism Project gives students the 
experience they need and equips them with 
beneficial tools before entering their teaching or 
clinical profession.
 
The students at Ball State University learn to 
apply motivational and instructional strategies, 
which improves their ability and willingness to 
teach, work, and empathize with children with 
disabilities.

Many students with special needs struggle 
to develop and maintain social relationships. 
Research suggests that adults with disabilities 

can become isolated from society because of 
their challenges, which can cause social 

isolation and depression and other 
mental health struggles as they 

approach adulthood.

The Prism Project provides 
students with opportunities 

to learn appropriate social skills 
through performing arts and direct 

engagement with their peers. On 
Saturday afternoons children ages 6 to 

14 learn the performing arts as a medium to 
explore and develop these social skills


