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FOCUS ON 

ARCHITECTURE
PART I  LOW ER GRADES

Donna Pence 
is a glass artist, 
photographer, and 
arts educator.  She 
currently works 
as a BTS visual 
arts specialist for 
Beacon Heights 
Elementary in Salt 
Lake City School 
District. This is 

her fourth year in the BTSALP program teaching 
elementary art. She graduated from the University 
of Utah with a BFA in 1985 and received an MED 
from Utah State University in 2012.

DONNA ONLINE
http://donnapenceclassroom.weebly.com/

CRAY-PAS ART IN THE CLASSROOM: 

PAU L KLEE INSPIRED CITYSCAPE

http://donnapenceclassroom.weebly.com/


Part of a five year plan for Beacon Heights Elementary involves integrating the engineering and design 
processes of Architecture into Visual Art, Social Studies, Science, Math, Language Arts, and Technology 
studies. Students and teachers collaborated with local architects to develop concepts and projects 
that were experienced by all grade levels.

The school year started with a faculty focus on the five filters of Architecture with architect Stephen 
Smith.  The trainings supported  K-6 moving toward the design process of engineering. 
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This year was a pilot to get some STEAM going 
for the Engineering/Design process.  Donna 
incorporated this work into the art space, 
integrating science, literacy, and social studies.  
This whole project falls under the “project based 
learning model”  culminating in a city design that 
will be displayed at the city library.

Register Now 
(http://education.byu.edu/arts/arts_express/2015/schedule)

Join us for the Arts Express Summer Conference for Elementary 
Educators.  Registration fee $65. We hope you will join us!!

Space is available in the breakout sessions of both featured 
artists. New sessions have also been recently added.
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“A BUILDING OF SHAPES:  MY DREAM HOUSE” 
http://www.hsv.k12.al.us/schools/art/dixon/architecture.htm

GRADES:  K-5 
MATERIALS: 
12”x 18” colored construction paper 
9”x 12” colored construction paper 
6”x 9” colored construction paper 
scissors 
glue 
black markers 
paper scraps 

OBJ ECTIVES: Students will... 
cut freehand shapes such as rectangles, 
triangles, and circles. 
design a building with shapes. 
add details with paper scraps and markers. 

DISCUSSION: 

We are going to design a building with construction paper shapes.  You can design any sort of building you like.  You can 
make a tall building or a short one.  You can make an unusual building or and ordinary one.  Any building you choose 
will be the best if you add lots of details, such as windows, doors, roofs, columns, domes, arches - all those kinds of 
architecture shapes we have learned about this year.  I will choose “artists of the day” today.  The “artist of the day will 
get three sheets of different size and color paper to take home to build another building or to create something else. 

ACTIVITY: 

First, you need to choose your paper.  Choose one large sheet (12”x 18”) for the background.  Next, choose a medium 
sized sheet (9”x 12”) for the building.  Finally, choose a small sheet (6”x 9”) for the roof and other details.  You can use 
scraps from the scrap box as you need them.  (Call the students up by tables to choose their paper.  After all students 
have chosen their paper, you may continue as follows.) 

We are going to cut the medium size paper into smaller rectangles.  Turn the paper the fat way (horizontally) and cut 
in half, like this.  (Demonstrate.)  Leave one half alone.  Take the other half, turn it the fat way (horizontally) and cut 
in half, like this.  (Demonstrate.)  Leave one half alone.  Take the other half and turn the fat way (horizontally) and cut 
in half, like this.  (Demonstrate.) 

Arrange the shapes any way you like on the large sheet of paper to create a building.  Do not glue anything until I tell 
you.  Next, use the small sheet to cut out a roof shape.  You may want to have more than one roof.  Use any of your 
own scraps or scraps from the scrap box to make windows and doors and other details, such as bushes, trees, clouds, 
fences, door knobs, or chimneys - whatever pleases you as the architect.  Arrange the pieces the way you want them.  
Try them some different ways.  Once you decide how you want them then glue them down.  Remember to use a skinny 
line of glue around the outside edge of the shape. 

You may add some lines for details with the marker.  Do not color in solid areas with the marker.  The marker is to be 
used only for lines.  Be careful not to draw with the marker over glue.  The glue will ruin the marker.  Put your name at 
the bottom of the page. 

CLEAN U P:  
Allow 5 minutes for “artist of the day” selection and clean-up.  Choose one girl and one boy for “artists of the day”.  Give 
them the three different size and color sheets of paper to take with them.  Keep the “artist of the day” work.  Clean-
up by putting glue and markers in the correct baskets and throwing away tiny scraps and saving large, uncrumpled 
scraps in the scrap box.  The first table to clean up will be the first to line up.  Call the other tables to line up as they 
are cleaned.
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