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FOCUS ON

ARCHITECTURE
PART II U PPER GRADES

For nearly all her
life BTSALP Visual
Art specialist,
DON NA PENCE
describes the
world through
the medium of
stained glass. She
approaches it as
a prism for life as
well as for light.
Donna began working with glass in 1977 after
taking an adult education class at Westminster
College. This is her fourth year in the BTSALP
program teaching elementary art at Beacon
Heights Elementary.

DONNA ONLINE
http://donnapenceclassroom.weebly.com/

STUDENTS COMBI N ED
ARCHITECTU RAL ELEM ENTS TO
DESIGN A “HAU NTED A MANSION.”

2014-2015 focus on
architecture
1

Part of a five year plan for Beacon Heights Elementary involves integrating the engineering and design
processes of Architecture into their Visual Art, Social Studies, Science, Math, Language Arts, and
Technology studies. They are collaborating with local architects to develop concepts and projects that
will be experienced by all grade levels. Our ultimate goal is to design a sustainable bus shelter that the
students will “market” to the community and local government for fabrication.

DESIGN I NG AN D BUILDI NG A
BENCH FOR TH E OUTDOOR
CLASSROOM

ON ION
DOM ES

Romare Bearden: (1911-1988) He
experimented with many different
mediums and artistic styles, but is
best known for his richly textured
collages.

“CRAFT STRAW STRUCTU RES”
http://www.hsv.k12.al.us/schools/art/dixon/architecture.htm
GRADES: K-5
MATERIALS:
matboard rectangles (various sizes approx. 4”-6” x 6”-9”)
craft straws
scissors
glue
OBJ ECTIVES:
Students will...
• create sculpture with craft straws.
• make structurally sound sculptures.
• use various folding, curling, and extending techniques
DISCUSSION:
Every architect must think about how strong and sturdy a building must be so that it will be safe and
not fall down. Today you will build a structure using paper straws. A structure is something with parts
that are put together in such a way that they make the whole thing strong. You must think like an
architect and try to make your structure beautiful and interesting, but also safe and sturdy.
ACTIVITY:
Each student receives a matboard base and about seven straws. First, a support structure must
be built. Bend a little “foot” on each end of a straw. Glue one foot down to the base. Bend the
straw into desired shape, and glue the other foot to the base. Add other straws by gluing them to
this support structure and/or to each other. Curl (around a crayon, pencil, or finger), fan-fold, etc.
to create interesting shapes. Crease one end of a straw lengthwise and fit it into another straw to
extend. Add a drop of glue to hold together. Two straws can be joined at an angle by snipping the
end of one straw lengthwise and folding back little “wings”. Put a drop of glue on the wings and wrap
around the other straw. Wherever two straws touch, add a drop of glue to reinforce.
VOCABU LARY:
structure, fold, curl, extend
Draw a plan view and more than one elevation on blue paper. Transfer the plan view to the mat board
and build on top of the plan view. The sides should resemble the elevation drawings.

