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Arts-Integrated Instruction Works!
Since adopting the BTS program and integrating arts into the core curriculum, principals, teachers, and 
parents have seen higher test scores as well as improvements in student understanding and retention.
These charts show that schools with the BTS Program had increased average criterion-referenced test 
(CRT) scores in math, language arts, and science compared to schools without the BTS Program.

“ “

The genesis for our mural project at M. Lynn 
Bennion Elementary was the encouragement and 
direction of our former principal James Yapias. He 
wanted to brighten our 1st grade hallway with a 
seascape mural, perhaps inspired by the beautiful 
ocean mural created by the students of East 
High School where he worked before our school. 
Because we had two 4 foot by 24 foot surfaces 
to cover, I suggested we make one of our murals 
related to Lake Bonneville to tie into Utah History 
and the Science Core of our 4th, 5th & 6th grades. 
This way we could have two murals: one depicting 
the wonders of the Earth’s oceans and seas and 
another specific to the Prehistoric, Pluvial Inland 
Sea known as Lake Bonneville - which once covered 
a major portion of the area we know as Utah today.

Paul Heath, BTSALP visual arts specialist 
at M. Lynn Bennion Elementary School in 
Salt Lake City School District, talks about the 
Mural Project he completed with the 
students at his school.



“ “Students in grades K-6 were shown the different types of sea life living in our oceans. 
We checked out approximately 50 different books from the Salt Lake City Public 
Library to help with our research and designs. Students made color pencil drawings, 
watercolor paintings and cut paper collages to help with the composition of our 
mural. Professional direction and artistic assistance was provided by me as their BTS 
Visual Art Teacher. The same process was used for our Lake Bonneville mural. We 
studied the prehistoric mammals like Woolly Mammoths and Saber Toothed Tigers 
who roamed our lands. 6th grade students helped with the map portion for the scale 
comparison of Lake Bonneville to the remnant of the ancient sea: the Great Salt Lake 
today. All students assisted with the painting of the mural through hand and finger 
prints applied as color and texture to the backgrounds of both murals.



Last spring, Bennion Elementary was awarded a Salt Lake City School District Arts Learning Grant of 
$1,000 to assist with the framing costs of the murals. They have some finishing touches to go and 
they have the support of their new principal, Dahlia Cordova. They look forward to completing the 
murals during the 2014-2015 school year!
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