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The BTS Program in Action
An integrated arts project helped
fourth graders at J.R. Smith
Elementary receive the highest
science CRT score in the state for
their demographics.

After integrating music, end-of-year
scores in mathematics at Belknap
Elementary in Beaver were almost
20% higher than the state’s average
With targeted arts-integrated instruction in
sentence structure, one first grade class at East
Elementary scored 40% higher in standardized
testing than their classmates.

A Peek Inside the Music Studio
Spend a class period with Joanne Meitler, BTSALP Music Specialist at Oakridge Elementary in Granite
School District as she leads a 5th grade class through an integrated lesson on rhythms, beats and the
13 original colonies.

What’s Happening
Today!

“

Colorful scarves for moving to the music

“

There’s a feeling you
get from making music
that is unlike anything
else in the world .
- Kid Rock

Students work in their Social Study groups to jazz up historical facts
by fitting them to the beat!

Side-by-Side:

Empowering Classroom Teachers To Integrate
The Fine Arts Into Academic Learning

What is Side-by-Side Teaching the the BTS Arts Learning Program?
A teaching partnership between
a specialist in an art form and a
classroom teacher.

The art specialist teaches the
art skills.

The classroom teacher serves as the
specialist in the core content area.

They work together to integrate
curriculum to improve student
learning in selected areas.

“

“

Not everything that counts can be
counted , and not everything that
can be counted counts.

- Albert Einstein (from sign
hanging in his Princeton office)

Lesson Plan: Funeral March of the
Marionette by Charles Gounod
Lesson Created By Stephanie Skolmoski

1. What is a “Marionette?” A marionette is a stringed puppet like Pinocchio. Their movements are

choppy and uneven.

In The Sound of Music, the children put on a puppet show using marionettes. Click here
to watch a clip of the marionettes in The Sound of Music. (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=9vtq9t08ktU)
2. Listen to the music. These are some links to different versions:
• Charles Gounod - Funeral March of a Marionette (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5eIk5DWUx_E)
• Mannheim Steamroller - Funeral March of a Marionette (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=w5s8QRiVlx4)
• Southern Arizona Symphony Orchestra - Funeral March of a Marionette (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N0bNYhqzJ-c)
• Your local library should have a copy of it or you could purchase it at any online music store
(ie. iTunes, Amazon, Google Play)
3. In your mind, can you picture a line of marionettes walking behind a wagon pulling a coffin driven by a marionette?

Activities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Draw a picture of what the music might look like.
Draw a picture of a funeral march
Draw a picture of a sad marionette. Think of what he/she might be wearing. Is it winter,
summer, etc.?
Draw a picture of the scene the music represents.
Act out the music as you listen to it.
Create your own puppet show to the music.
Make a marionette. (Images of marionette projects are on the last page.)
◦◦ Natalie Kramer over at Handmade Charlotte has instructions for one made out of pasta.
(www.handmadecharlotte.com/diy-skeleton-puppet/)
◦◦ Crayola has one you can print on paper and cut out. (http://www.crayola.co.uk/free-coloring-pages/print/marionette-coloring-page/)
◦◦ Parents.com has one that you can make out of cardboard tubes. (http://www.parents.
com/fun/arts-crafts/kid/puppet-play/)

Charles Gounod In Depth:

Gounod was born June 17, 1818. (Too bad he wasn’t born a day later and his birth date would have
been 6-18-18.) His mother was a pianist and his father was an artist. His first piano teacher was his
mother, who saw great talent in him. His most famous works are Ave Maria1, based on a work by
Bach2, as well as his opera3 Faust4.
He composed the Funeral March of a Marionette5 in 1872. This was chosen to be the theme for the
television series Alfred Hitchcock Presents in 1955. To this day, most people connect this piece of
music to Alfred Hitchcock.

Funeral March of the Marionette: The Story
The music was originally written for piano solo. Later, it was scored for (written for) orchestra.
The following is a description of story as the music unfolds in the Funeral March of a Marionette:
•
•
•

The Marionette has died in a duel.
The funeral procession commences.
A central section depicts the mourners taking refreshments before returning to the funeral
march.

The following notes are contained withing the piece of music. This helps the pianist “tell” the story
or describe the scene.
•
•
•
•
•

The Marionette is broken!!!
Murmurs of regret from the troupe
The Procession
Here many of the principal personages stop for refreshments
Return to the house

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ave_Maria_%28Bach/Gounod%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Sebastian_Bach
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opera
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Faust_%28opera%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Funeral_March_of_a_Marionette

Marionette Projects

Natalie Kramer over at Handmade Charlotte has instructions for one made out of pasta. (www.handmadecharlotte.
com/diy-skeleton-puppet/)

Crayola has one you can print on paper and cut out. (http://www.crayola.
co.uk/free-coloring-pages/print/marionette-coloring-page/)

Parents.com has one that you can make out of cardboard tubes.
(http://www.parents.com/fun/arts-crafts/kid/puppet-play/)

You can find more musical resources at stephanieskolmoski.com

