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How is it that for most people music is a powerful part of their 
personal life and yet when we go to work or school we turn it off? 
The intentional use of music in the classroom will set the scene and 
learning atmosphere to enhance our teaching and learning activities. 
Plus, using music for learning makes the process much more fun and 
interesting! Music, one of the joys of life, can be one of the joys of 
learning as well. 
(From the book Music and Learning by Chris Brewer, 1995)

Jim Solomon has over 30 years of experience teaching public 
elementary school music.  He gained National Board Certification in 
2002 and is a past Teacher of the Year for St. Johns County, Florida. 
Jim teaches Orff Level I at Eastman School of Music as well as 
Rhythmic Training/Percussion Ensemble at George Mason University 
and Anderson University during the summer.  As a National Workshop 
Clinician, he has presented workshops throughout the country and 
at seventeen AOSA National Conferences. Mr. Solomon came to Utah 
and worked with BTSALP Music Specialists, classroom teachers and 
students. He is also the author of eight books. 

Jim Solomon’s Website (http://congatown.com/)

    

http://congatown.com/


The Orff approach teaches children through active music making.  
We “Sing, Say, Dance, Play, Create!”  We utilize child-centered 
activities, an elemental style, and a curriculum based on the 
child’s age and ability.  This dynamic approach reaches children!  
The American Orff-Schulwerk Association is the largest single 
organization that promotes the use of the Orff approach.  By 
supporting this organization, you make a difference in the musical 
future.

Discipline, Respect and 
Unity through Music

Percussion Ensembles for Upper 
Elementary and Middle School

3rd graders jammin’ with Jim (https://youtu.be/qwv9Ge1IrcA)


 



https://youtu.be/qwv9Ge1IrcA


“Benefits to using creative movement and 
dance as teaching tools in the classroom include 
increased student understanding of content, 
improved classroom behavior, and the development 
of new forms of assessment. Integration of these 
activities within the instructional day will meet the 
needs of a variety of learners, especially kinesthetic 
learners, in a more meaningful manner.” - Stacey N. 
Skoning (TEACHING Exceptional Children Plus, v4 n6 Article 
2 Jul 2008)

Backman Elementary School Celebrates 
Dia de los Muertos 

Under the direction of BTSALP Dance Specialist, Chara 
Huckins,this program was presented in both Spanish and English.  



Maria Asp brings creative writing, drama, and storytelling to Ogden 
(Shadow Valley Elementary and Weber State University)

Maria Asp from the Neighborhood Bridges program at the Children’s Theatre Company in Minneapolis worked 
with some of the fifth graders from Shadow Valley Elementary, had a workshop with Weber State preservice 
teachers, and had another workshop with teachers from Ogden, Weber, Morgan, and Davis School Districts 
and charter schools. The students created their own stories and acted out versions of Little Red Riding Hood. 
The teachers participated in our Acting Out Stories from Familiar Books workshop which focused 
on storytelling with Pre-K through 1st graders and having the students act out those 
stories. Here are some pictures from the demo at Shadow Valley Elementary 
and from the workshop with the teachers (they acted out the Three Little 
Pigs, Goldilocks and the Three Bears, and Little Red Hen). 

Oct 28, 2016 Tamara Goldbogen BTSALP Statewide, 
Weber State University

Drama as a Teaching Tool

Drama is a performing art, an outlet for self-expression, and a way 
of learning.  Drama is an effective learning tool because it involves 
the student intellectually, physically, socially, and emotionally.  
Activities in improvisation, pantomime, play-making, and scene 
reenactment serve to develop the creative potential in the 
participants and help to develop critical thinking skills.
by Keith Caldwell, M.Ed. 
(http://teachingthroughthearts.blogspot.com/)

http://teachingthroughthearts.blogspot.com/

