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The Beverley Taylor Sorenson Arts Learning Program (BTSALP) 
provides arts-integrated instruction to elementary students, 
effectively increasing student performance in other subjects—
from language arts and social studies to math and science.

The BTSALP collaborates with the Utah State Board of Education 
(USBE), Utah Division of Arts & Museums, Utah PTA, higher 
education institutions, and other community organizations, have 
helped children across the state receive the arts-rich education 
they deserve.

The program is currently available statewide to elementary and 
charter schools K-6. The BTSALP is funded by the Utah State 
Legislature, and every year Friends for Art Works for Kids works 
with Utah’s elected officials to keep the program in the state’s 
education budget.
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Catherine Widner 
Visual Arts Specialist 

Spring Lane Elementary and Jim Bridger Elementary 

Kjersti Christensen
Music Specialist 

Valley View Elementary

Catherine received her BFA in Printmaking and Drawing from the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville. She continued at UTK and received a Master of Science 
in Teacher Education/Art Education. While in Knoxville,Catherine taught high 
school for 4 years. Her course load included Visual Art I, Printmaking, Painting, 
Drawing, Honors Visual Art, AP Studio Drawing, AP Studio 2D and 3D.  

When she was in graduate school,  Catherine had the opportunity to work at an 
Arts Integrated elementary school. Working in the BTSALP is a way to be a part 
of making school more meaningful and exciting for students. 

Fun Fact: Catherine is getting married in October!

Kjersti, yes, the j is silent, studied secondary 
music education at Southern Utah University 
with an emphasis in voice and violin, but we’re 
so glad she stumbled into elementary music! 
Kjersti has been able to take the first two 
levels of Orff-Schulwerk at Utah State and has 
loved attending the UAOSA Orff workshops held 
throughout the year. Orff-Schulwerk has given 
her great tools to teach in a productive and fun 
way while integrating core subjects into the 
classroom. 

When Kjersti is not at the school she keeps 
busy teaching private violin and voice lessons, 
rehearsing for an upcoming show at the Scera, 
performing with the Lux Singers, or late night 
jamming with her bagpipin’ husband. She’s 
short, but if you need to find her in a crowd 
just look for hair as yellow as corn. 
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Melissa Gonzalez 
Dance Specialist 

Parley’s Park Elementary 

Glen Reber 
Drama Specialist 

Taylorsville Elementary and Whittier Elementary

All 75 Kindergartners choreographed a 
dance using the wordless book, The Lion 
and the Mouse by Jerry Pinkney, 

As a part of Literacy comprehension 
the students focused on the beginning, 
middle and ending of a story.  

John “Glen” Reber caught the 
‘theatre bug’ when he landed 
the musical role of Charlie 
Brown in You’re a Good 
Man Charlie Brown. He has 
worked as a Piano and Voice 
instructor for Cedar Music 
Store, three summers at a 
Boy Scout High Adventure 
Base, and went back to his 
high school in Las Vegas 
to be an Assistant Director 
and Choreographer. Glen 

graduated from SUU with a BFA in Musical Theatre. 

Not only does Glen love teaching but he also loves being 
involved in the craft! He has performed with Midvale Arts 
Council, Hale Center Theatre, and Empress Theatre. Watch 
Glen in action and you’ll know that he LOVES his job!
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The new school year brings exciting growth for the Beverley Taylor 

Sorenson Arts Learning Program. The program has grown to over 400 

schools with specialists providing arts integrated learning for almost 

300,000 students in grades K-6. 

We know from experience and our own research that learning in and 

through the arts leads to deeper understanding, increased student 

engagement, improved student attendance and behavior, as well as 

wonderful benefits for school climate and parental involvement. 

The vision of our dear founder and philanthropist, Beverley Taylor Sorenson, 

is coming to fruition.  Utah students are experiencing more and better 

arts learning. In my mind’s eye, I can see Beverley smiling and saying, 

“That’s what little children do, they sing, they dance, they 

play, they create. That’s how they learn!”   

Each of us should feel honored to be associated with this wonderful 

program and grateful to the Utah State Legislature and Art Works for Kids 

for their continued support.  Have a wonderful year, and keep the vision 

going! Cathy Jensen

BTSALP Director

Fine Arts Specialist

Utah State Board 

of Education


