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OVERVIEW
Drawing “Monsters” is a great way to get students into the habit of looking for and identifying 
different shapes. This quick 30 minute lesson for the “littles” integrates shape recognition, active 
listening and small motor skill practice.  

SUPPLIES, EQUIPMENT AND RESOURCES
• Art paper 
• Pencils 
• Markers
• Squares of colored paper 
• Scissors 
• Resource books: Craft-a-Doodle: 75 Cre-

ative Exercises from 18 Artists by Jen-
ny Doh, Snippets - A Story About Paper 
Shapes  by Diane Alber   

FINE ART STANDARDS
VISUAL ART STRAND: CREATE (1.V.CR.) 
Engage collaboratively in exploration and 
imaginative play with art materials, and use 
observation and investigation in preparation 
for making a work of art.

INTEGRATED STANDARDS
MATH STRAND: GEOMETRY (K.G) 
Identify and describe shapes, including 
squares, circles, triangles, rectangles, 
hexagons, cubes, cones, cylinders, and 
spheres (Standards K.G.1–3). Analyze, 
compare, create, and compose shapes 
(Standards K.G.4–6).
 
Standard K.G.2 
Correctly name shapes regardless of their 
orientations or overall sizes.

Standard K.G.6 
Compose simple shapes to form larger 
shapes. For example, “Can you join these 
two triangles with full sides touching to make 
a rectangle?”

OBJECTIVES
Guided drawing with specific shapes challenges students to come up with lots of variations on a 
simple idea. It starts with a basic shape and then directs students to come up with variations on a 
simple idea.   
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TEACHING AND TIMELINE

INTRODUCTION
Have students identify different shapes they see around the classroom.  Ask students if they can shapes 
“within” other shapes.  For example: A diamond is really 2 triangles.  

DEMONSTRATION
Give each student a handful of colored squares and a pair of scissors. Take one of the squares and 
cut it in half.  You now have 2 rectangles.  Cut on the diagonal to make 2 triangles, etc. Students cut 
their own squares and identify the “new” shapes they’ve made.  Read the book, Snippets - A Story 
About Paper Shapes by Diane Alber to the class to see more “shapes in action.”  

WORK PERIOD
Monsters can come in all shapes and sizes. They can be circles, triangles, squares, hearts, ovals and 
more. Teacher directs students to follow her simple instructions - first select a shape, such as a circle, 
to draw on the white board or under the document camera. Add limbs, lines, shapes and shoes. Draw 
along as different shape monsters are created. 

CLOSURE/SUMMARY
Students have a Show and Share Gallery Walk and look at how others interpreted the monster 
making directions.  

INTEGRATION INFORMATION

Recognizing and manipulating shapes
Active listening 
Following directions 
Drawing 
Small motor skills 
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

What shapes can you recognize and name?
 
How many different shapes can you make 
from a simple square? 

DIFFERENTIATION
Students can create monsters on their own 
using the techniques learned during the class 
demonstration. They can create cards or draw 
families of monsters. Students can cut out 
their monsters and glue them onto popsicle 
sticks. Use the sticks to put on a monster 
show. 

HISTORICAL ELEMENT
No historical elements included with this 
lesson. 

VOCABULARY

Mathematical names of the different doodling 
shapes. For example: Rhombus (diamond) 
Parallelogram (parallel sides) 

ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES

Assessment can happen instantly as you 
direct the student’s drawings. Walk around 
and see who is successfully following the 
guide drawing directions. Students can 
label the different shapes on their finished 
“monsters.” 

OTHER INFORMATION
Doodling is a great way to get into a creative 
habit.  Challenge students to come up with 
lots of variations on a simple idea.  Start with 
a basic shape and add from there.  It’s fun 
and easy! 

Monsters can also be created using thumb-
print art. 


